Psithurism

For Tenor Saxophone and Electronics

Jon Fielder


Jonathan Fielder

Jonathan Fielder
For Tenor Saxophone and Electronics


Program Notes
Psithurism refers to the sound of wind blowing through tree branches, causing rustling leaves. This can be a gentle whispering sound or in

times of high wind speeds can be more tumultuous. I wrote this piece in the early spring months of 2023 when leaves were beginning to
return to the trees in Minnesota. I often take daily walks, usually while listening to music or audiobooks, but during this particular spring I
decided to leave my headphones at home and instead just listen to the sounds around me. I was really taken by how mesmerizing the sound of
the newly budding leaves and tree limbs could be, especially during more windy days where the branches would dance and clatter more
audibly. I think of this piece as a musical sonification of those walks, exploring the softest and loudest moments I experienced.

Psithurism was composed for, and is dedicated to, Andrew Joseph Hosler. It was premiered at MOSAICFest 2023 by Andrew.
A revised version of with added electronics was composed in November 2025. Materials for electronics can be obtained directly from the composer

Performance Notes
The score is divided into 3 staves, all of which should be realized simultaneously by the performer

Staff 1 - Breathing In/Out

Breathe in Breathe out Notates breathing using upside down triangle noteheads to denote breathing in and
1 1 1 | out. Filled triangle denotes inhaling through the mouthpiece, and open noteheads denote
P — ,mf — p breathing out without producing pitched sound

Staff 2 - Keys open/depressed, clicks
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Notates keys and whether they should be open or depressed. Staff spaces represent the keys,
B . closed circles denote depressed key, open circles denote open keys
mp
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Starting key position

Staff 3 - Standard Notation This staff displays standard notation; performer should play with standard playing technique
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Keys

Pitch

Slightly faster yet placidly with a soft intensity (J =~68)

Transition from pitch to air seamlessly
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Stereo Delay fades out, Granulation fades in
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